WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

overtaken. Almost as soon as the wheels begin to
run freely, the brake must perforce be put to them,
for lack of buyers to command the products which
can so easily be made. The machines are run, not
with the object of producing goods in plenty, but
with the object of reducing costs in connection with
a known or an estimated demand. In effect, every
machine is run to make one thing and one thing
only, and that is individual profit. That profit can
only be secured out of the trade which offers. The
trade which offers arises from tlie limited consump-
tion of a community, the mass of which are wage-
labourers paid little more than the bare cost of rent-
ing a poor home and buying fuel and food for its
inmates. To run the machines freely under such
conditions is to attempt the impossible. Each
manufacturer, in effect, denies customers to every
other manufacturer. Each is successful in putting
a brake upon the machinery of every other. The
hat-worker cannot afford to buy the boots he re-
quires, which can so easily be made by the boot-
worker. The boot-worker cannot afford to buy the
hats he requires, which can so easily be made by
the hat-worker. Neither of them can command
the cycles so easily turned out at Coventry, and at
Coventry every factory pours out men. and women
poorly shod and with indifferent head-gear.

As for the product which is actually turned out,
and supplemented, as we have seen, by exchanges
with foreign parts, it is scrambled for by a host of
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